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FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK
‘Here am |, send me (Is 6:8)

The month of October s associated with the "World Mission Sunday’. Last
veur, being the centenary vear of the apostolic letter Maximum Hhed, Pope Franers
invited the Church to realize the joy of sharing the Ciospel and its values, hy
celebrating October 2019 as Extraordinary Missionary Month [EMM]. The theme
assigmed last year was “baplized and sent”. Every baptised is sent inlo the world
that hedshe may witness Lo the Gospel and oy thal hedshe bas recetved. There could
be no better fitting occasion than the pandemic sitation that we are experiencing
today to he real missicnaries of the Gospel values by exercising our acts of mercy to
theneedy. \

In continuity with last vear's theme and to make every Christian realize  that
heishe ought to be ready to be sentinto the world (Mt 28; 18-20), this yvear's theme for World Mission Day
iz chosen from the book of Izaiah “Here am [, Send me.” The demand of the call has to be met
enthusiastically, with great readiness, by the one who 1 sent. Pope Francis, in his message for World
Mission Day 2020, saws: “We are mdeed frightened, disoriented and afraid. Pam and death make us
experience our human frailty, but ar the same time remind us of our deep desire for life and liberation from
evil. In this context, the call to mission, the invitation to step out of ourselves for love of God and
neighbour presents itselfas an opporlunily for sharing, service and inlercessory prayer.”

While the pandemic makes us suffer, wa as Christians should see this situation as an cpportunity to
exhibit the love of God through our praver. sharing and scrvice, These three activities are closcly
associaled with our missionary zcal. We need to pray for the missions and the voung churches around the
globe, we have to share our time, energy and money when possible, and we have to engage in worls of
charity to the needy around us.

The celebraton ol Mission Sunday renminds all of us thal the characler of the Church s missionsry.
Hence we celebrate the Mission Sunday even wmidst thes wadespread anxaety. However 1t need not
necessarily be held within the manth of October this year. The local ordinary can set aside any Sunday as
Missioa Sunday as deemed appropriate to their regions when the situation would allow them to have a
meaningul celebralion,

Our Blessed Virgin Mother is the best cxample of the zeal to engage in acts of charity, taking the risk
to run to a distant place to share with Elizabeth her time and encrey and thus sharing the message of JToy,
Hence the guestion that we should ask ourselves, as we celehrate this World Mission Day is: Am 1 ready
totell the Lord - “here L am, Lord, send ma™?

Unless there is a personal love for the person of Jesus in our hearts, all our talk about 'Mission' will
be just that, talk’. We might indeed engage in mission "work'. but it will be just a 'work' aceording 1o our
fancies, with no love for the Lord inoa, something that will enable us o derive some sort ol sell-
satisfaction, or something to place on record.

Sofirst, let us get our priorities right; firstand foremost “cultivate “a love for our Lord, and then the
zeal for mission will fll oor hearts{ Lk 12 449 and we will be shown what area of mission the Lord wants
ws o weork in— that will bea true engagement inelTective mission,

Fr Dr Ambrose Pitchaimuthn
Nativnal Director (PMO-India)
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Here am I, send me (Is 6:8)
Pope Francis’ Message for Mission Sunday 2024

The World Mission Sunday 15 celebrated on
18 October 2020, In his message for World
Mission Day 2020, the Holy Father stresses that
the mission of the Chweh continues despile the
Covid-19 pandemic: “In this vear marked by the
suffering and challenges created by the Covid-15
pandamic, the missionary journey of the whole
Church continues in light of the words found in the
account of the calling of the prophet Isaiah: Here
am I, send me' (6:8),7 the Holy TFather savs.
“Understanding what God is saving (o us al this
time of pandemic also represents a challenge for
the Church's mission. Moess, sullering, Tsar, and
wsoladon challenge wus.™ ... mission 15 1 Fee and
counscious response to God's call”™, [Ie added that
being able to discern that call depends on having a
“personil relationship of love with Jesus present in
his Church”™.

Following is the 1loly Father's tull message,
provided by the Vatican:

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I wish to express my gratitude to God for the
commitment with which the Church throughout
the world carried out the Extraordinary Missionary
Month last Oectober. T am convinced that it
stimulated missionary  conversion inomany
communities on the path indicated by the thema:
“Baplized and Sent: the Church ol Christ on
Mission i the World™,

In this year marked by the sulTering and

challenges created by the Covid-19 pandemic, the
missionary journey of the whole Church continues
i light of the words found in the account of the
calling of'the prophet Tsaiah: “Here am 1, send me”
{:8). This is the ever-new response to the Lord's
question: “Whom shall [ send?” {1bid.).

This invitation from God's merciful heart
challenges bath the Church and humanity as a
whole in the current world erisis. “Like the
disciples in the Gospel we were caught off guard
by an wncxpected, twhbulent storm. We hawve
realized that we are on the same boal, all ol us
fragile and disoriented, but at the same time
impartant and needed, all of us called to row
together, each of us in need of comforting the
other.

On this boat... are all of us. Just like those
disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice,
saymyg "We are perishing' (v, 381, s0 we oo have
realized that we camnol go on thinking of
ourselves, but only together can we do this”
{ Meditation m Saint Peters Squarc’, 27 March
20207, We are indeed frightenad. disoriented and
alraid. Pain and death make us experience our
human e lly, but al the same Gms remind us ol our
deep desire tor lite and liberation from evil.

In this context. the call to mission. the
inwitation Lo slep oul of ourselves for love of God
and neighbour presents tscll as an opporlumily for
sharing, service and intercessory prayer. The
mission that Giod entrusts to each one of us leads us
from Tewr and introspection o 4 renewed
realization that we find ourselves precisely when
we zive ourselves o others.

[n the sacrifice ofthe cross, where the mission
of Jesus 15 fully sccomplished {cf, Jm 19:28-30),
God shows us that his love 1s for each and every
once af us {ef Jr 19:26-27) He asks us to he
personally willing to be sent, because he himselfis
Love, love that is always “on mission”™, always
reaching oudin order to give hile. Out olhis love for
ws, Cod the Father senl his Son Jesus (ol Sn 3:16).



Jesus is the Father's
Missionary: his life
and minmistry reveal
his total ohedicnee
to the Father's will
(el Jn 4:34; 6:38,
8:12-30; Heb 10:5-
10,

Jesus,  eruciiied
and rizen forus, drases us in rn into his mission of
lowe, and with his Spirit which enlivens the
Church, he makes us his diseiples and sends us ona
mission to the world and to its peoples.

*The mission, the 'Church on the move', is not
o program, an enterprise to he carried out by sheer
(oree ol will. Tuis Christ who makes the Church go
out ol hersell In the mission ol evangelization,
wvou move becausz the Holy Spirit pushes youw, and
carries yvou' {(Senea di Lut non possiamo larenulla:
Esscre missionari orol nel mondo. Una
conversazione con Glanni Valente, Librsria
Editrice Varicana: San Paolo, 2009, 16-17).

Cod always loves us
first and -with this love
comes o us and calls ws, Our
personal  vocation comes
from the fact that we are
sons and daughrers of God in
the Church, his family,
brothers, and sisters in that
losie that Jesus has shown us, AllL however, have a
human dignity founded on the divine invitation to
be children of God and to become, In the sacrament
of Bapusm and in the freedom of faith, what they
havealways been in the heart of God.

Lifc itsell, as a gifi frecly roecived, s
implicitly an mvilation (o ths @l ol sell i 1s a
seed which, in the baptized. will blossom as a
response of love in marriage or in virginity for the
kingdom ol God. Hwman life 1 born of the love of
God, grows in love und wends lowands love, No one
is excludaed from the love of God, and in the holy
sacrilce of Jesus his Som oon the cross, God
conguered sin and dealh (¢[ Rom 8:31-39). For
God, evil  even sin becomes a challenge o
respond with even greater love (cf. Mr 33848, L

o

22:33-34). In the Paschal Mystery, divine mercy
heals owr wounded hamanity and is poured out
upon the wholz universe.

The Church, the universal sacramen: of God's
love for the world, continues the mission af Jesus
in history and sends us everywhere so thai, through
our witness of faith and the proclamation of the
Crospel, God may contnue Wwo mantfest his love and
in this way uch and transform hearts, minds,
bodies, societies, and cultures in every place and
lirme,

Mission 15 a free and conscious response Lo
God's call. Yer we discern this call only when we
have a personal relationship of love with Jesus
present inhis Church.

Let us zsk ourselves: are we prepared to
weleome the presence of the Holy Spinit in our
lives, tolisten to the call to mission. whether in our
life as married couples or as consecrated persons or
those called to the ardained ministry and in all the
everyday ovenls ol Ble? Are we willing 1o be soent
forth at any time or place 1o witness 1o our faith in
God  the merciful  Father, to
procluim the Gospel ol salvation
in Jesus Christ, to share the
divine life of the Iloly Spirit by
| building up the Church? Are we,
like Mary, the Mother ol Jesus,
ready 10 be completely at the
service of Gods wall (ef L

1:38)7

This interior openmess 15 essential 10we are Lo
sey 10 God: “Here armn 1, Lord, send me™ (¢l fs 6:8).
And this, not in the abstract, but in this chapter of
the litz ot the Church and othistory,

Understanding what Crod s saymyg to us at
this time of pandemic also represenis g challenge
for the Church's mission. [llness, suftering, tfear,
and isolation challenge us, The poverty of those
who die alone, the abandoned, those who have lost
their jobs and income, the homeless, and those who
lack food challengz us.

Being foreed to observe social distancing and
to stay at home invites us to rediscover that we
need social relationships as well as our communal
relationship with God. Far from  increasimg

Continaed on Page 15



Our mission in the world (Mt 5: 13-16)

Introdoction

When Jesus entered our world, he didn't box
himsalfingide the four walls of the synagogue, He
wilked into the lives of all sorts of people. He
rixed with sinners. He fratermized with outeasts.
He touched the lepers, He associated with
prostitutes. He dined with heathen. He scandalized
thereligious community by penctrating the world.

In order tor Jesus to reach and rescue the
world he had to penetrate it, Likewise, for us w
impact and influence tha world for Christ we must
penctraleil.

As Tollosvers of Teans, we are to live as God's
ambassadors. We arc his representatives,  his
messengers. We are on mission.

Jesus' strategy always involved believers
acing into the world, to penetrate the marketplace.
Followers of Christ must recognize thoir mimistry
and mission of communicating God's love o
people they comeinto contact cach day.

The bihlical mandate

[t was this intentional mission strategy that
Jesus had inmind when he sad, “You are the saltof
the earth, Bur it the salt should lose its wste, how
can it he made salty? Tt's no longer good for
anvthing but to be thrown out and trampled on by
men. You are the light of the world. A city situated
o a hill cannot be hidden. No one ights a lamp and
puis o under a baskel, bul rather on 8 lampsland,
and ir gives light for all who are in the house, In the
same way, let vour light shine before men, so that
they may sze your good
works and give glory to
vour Tather in heaven”™
(Mt 5:13-16).

Let me highlight
three ideas illustrated in
Jesus' imagery of light
that have dircet bearing
on our experiences in the
rarketplace.

By Rick Ezell*

I Rudiate Christ's fove

Jesus made it absolutely clear that he wants
his followers to radiate his love to those around
them. Thal's why he talked aboutl light. A toy
lungstien Nlament chareed with clecineal energy
naturally radiates light and dispels darkness. [t has
no choice. We can't turn a light on and then tell it
not to dispel darkness, The very nature of light is
such that it mustshatter the darkness sroundit.

In the same way, trug Christians should, by
their werv nature, radiate something of the work of
Ciodd in their lives to the people around them, We
are the light of the world; we must, therefore,
radiate that light and dispel darknoss.

2. Don'trefuse to shine

Jesus anticipated that some believers mizht
choose o lmal ther candlepower, o reluse 1o
shine their lights, Ile knew that thev would feel
sefer securely hidden “under 2 how!™ {or in a
stammead gluss simctuary),
where they cold bask in
their anonymity  and
cscape the
dgccountability
associaled with “going
public™ wath (keir Lath,
1le anticipated this and
forbade it. “Let your
light
commanded. He did not,

shina!™ he



and he does
not now leave
helievers the
lefting  therr
worlds remain
Y inundisturbed
hlackness.

J. Spread Christ's influcnce

Jesus made it obvious that he wants us w
spread his influence ro every comer of this dark,
fallen world. It's not enough that we simply fale
our lights oul of hiding, He wants us o pot them on
a lamp stand where cvervone can sec them! God
wants the light ot his love to be held high so it can
permeate every bitol darkness.

Tt 15 throueh the channels of our daily Lves
that God shines the light ofhis message of love,

Honw dowe become agents of light?

IL. The practical steps

The following practical steps can be
implemented to communicate and maodel the love
of Chrst when you step outsude the walls of the
saneluary and inlo vour workplace.

1. Take on the "unseen' Pariner

[ive as the psalmist who wrote, | keep the
LORD in mind always. Because He is at my right
kand, Twill not be shaken™ (Psa. 15:8). Belore vou
oo to work, take time to pray about vour job. Prav
for the people voull be working with and those
who you'll be serving. Remember, God is the
“unseen Pariner” moall ol life, He 15 wilh us
wherever we are. And we need his presence,
especially inthe marketplace,

Think about the meaning ol these words from
the 13t-century wriler Meisler Eckhart: “The kind
of work we do does not make us holy, but we make
itholy. . . As we have the divine being within, we
hless gach task we do, be it eating or sleeping or
watching, crany other [fask].”

Being conscious of God's presence can have a
profound impact on your job, and the people
Fi'IT_'II,I'I'I:l:‘l "f;"i"ll,l.

2, Transform yeur aititude
Work like the apaostle Paul who wrote, “And

aption of

whatever vou do, inword or in deed, do evervthing
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanics to God
the Father throagh Him™ (Col. 3:17) Adyour warle,
whatcver it may be, have an attitude that reflects
the positive nature of God's grace on vour life.

hlany jobs are boring. The marketploce 1s
often a maze of nameless people. Sometimes zood
employees don't get recogrized and promoted. The
woes of lavoldls and the threats of mersers and
downsizing can be discouraging, But in the midst
of less desirable circumstances our attitude can
trans(orm a boring, thankless job e a Christian
minisiry,
3. Realizeyourjob is pour mission ficld

Paul reminds us, “For Tam not ashamed of the
gospel, because it is God's power for salvation to
everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to
the Greek™ (Rom. 1:l6). “Why should I be
ashamed of the gospel? asks Paul. "It is the
messuge of salvation, of life! I's powerful! It's the
answer o man's grealest need!” And guess what?
Peoplz in the marketplacz are in the largest mission
field i the world. You rub shoulders everyday with
people whoneed the power and grace ol the rospel
ot Jesus Christ,
Conclusion

Whal can
we do in our
wolk seiting to
minister and
witnoss to thosc
around us?

Let us list
the people with
whom we work
that we will &
pray for. Let us
begin praying for them each day. Let us begin each
day by consecrating our work place Let us
dedicale it as a sanctuary e God, Lel us make il a
holy place where God 1s present and God can warls,
and, then, cach day let us look for opportunitics to
ministet, to serve, to help, to offer assistance. We
may nol be able W do everything, bul we can do
something,

* Adapted For Priociedn: by e Thomas D DSowca »
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Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith (PoPF)

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus,

When Pauline Maric Jaricet began helping
her brother Philéas who was prepanng to leave asa
student missionary to China, she was also learning
of the struggles that our Church was going through.
Living inFrance, she felt helpless, hecause she was
also vervill. At 17, on recovering from her illness,
she made a sceret vow of chastity and a firm
decision to channel all that she hod into our
Church's missionary activitics,  Tn 1817, she
organized the first collection for the mission” and
[rom there besan a movanent that was 10 be
proclaimed ‘Postifica!” by Holy Father Pope Pius
Kllaleronin 19272,

Today, we know of this mission as the
Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the
taith (PoPF), associated with the famous World
Mission Sunday celebrations, collecting
contributions towards the Universal Solidarity
Fund, in order (0 build and prow hurches and
Church-facilities in new mission areas all over the
world,

Pontifical Society of 5t Peter the Apostle
(PoSPA)

In a similar way, we find another lay woman
by name Jeanne Bigard answoring a call from her
local Church in France. Bishop Cousin was deeply

wspired bo rain indigenous priests and he wished
for them o ke the Gospel e therr respective
nations. For this project he sought financial help
from mich famibics as he wenled o hwld and
support Semunaries in far-off mission  lands.
Jeanme and her mother Stephanie were already
helping Bishop Cousin in this missionary activity
when her Tather died. Selling offheir property and
earmarking the funds tfrom them for the missions,
she withdrew into a smaller  two-bedroom
apactment and began writing from there to as many
Catholic Institutions snd probable benelaclors in
order to organdse pravers and a ‘collection"to halp
Bishop Cousin build a Japanese seiminary,

Between [BE9 and 1596 they became an
Associotion of Lay persons’ who were totally
inwvolved in this passion for building and
supporting seminaries and, in 1894, Jzanne printed
the first Mewifesio formally seeking such aid from
all the Catholic faithful. In 1896, the Roard of
Directors released their first propaganda pamphlet
and, from there, this journcy tor ‘mrissions in
mrission Ly’ became a worldwide Poweifica
Socleny certified by Pope Plus Xl in 1922, Today,
wi knovw of this mission as the Pontifical Society
of 5t Peter the Apostle (PoSPA), aiding the
Church the building ol

Universal through




PONTIFICAL SOCIETY
FOR THE
PROPAGATION OF
THE FAITH (PSFF)
was founded in 1822 by
PAULINE MARIE
JARICOT, in Lyon

| PONTIFICAL SOCIETY

OF SAINT PETER THE
APOSTLE (PSSPA)
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works through FOUR Mission Societies

| PONTIFICAL SOCIETY |/
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ENTHUSIASM & |
PASTORAL CARE

Im 1922, Pope Pias X1 proclaimed the first three Societies Pontifical
In 1956, Pope Pius XIl proclaimed the fourth one Pon tifical

PONTIFICAL

OF MISSIOMARY MISSIONARY UNION of
CHILDHOOD the clergy, religious and

ASSOCIATIONS [MCA) the consecrated laity

was founded in 1843 by (PMuU)
BISHOP H E CHARLES DE was founded in 1916 by BL
FORBIN-JANSON, in Mancy FR FADLD MANNA, in Rome

H A

FOSTERS "CHILDREN ANIMATES TOWARDS
HELPING CHILDREN" MISSIONARY DISCIFLESHIP

|

serinaries and formation housas, supporting the

men and women religious together with their

formators while working under the guidance of the
local bishops and major superiors m differens parts
of the world.

Pontifical Society of Missionary Childhood
Associations (MCA)

Bishop Charles de Forbin-Janson in
France wus greatly troubled and temibly upset cach
tirne he read ol the rews ol children dying m China
without having received their baptism. As he was
unible w travel as o missionary o reach oul w
those children, he called Pauline Marie Jaricot and
sought advice from her cxperiences  with
missionary activities. Together, they organised
children from France to collectively send for the
children in China, their praver and material
suppur, consisiently and joy [ully as their mission,
" Tend! Moy o dan, one small coin o monih aas
the first commitment made by childrenin 18343,

Years later this practise was christened as the
CHILDREN HELEING CHILDREN programme
as it journeved into the Postifical roue in 1922 as
proclayimead by Pope Pras X1, aiding children
needall over the world.

Today, we know of this mission as the
Pontifical Society of Missionary Childhood
Associations (MCA) wherein groups of children
in MCA units come together to mobilisc spiritual
and marerial help for their counterparts in need,
altesting  their  solidarity  with  the  Universal
mizzion of the Catholic Church.

Pomntifical Missionary Union of Clergy,
Religious and Consecrated Laity (PML)

Father Paolo Manna PIME in Eome was
convineed that the priests and religious had to be
missionary i natwre and  that the mmssionary
dimensions of priestly lite, especially that of
missiomary animation ofthe clergy and laity, had to
he enhanced in order to increase missionary
vocations, He wanted an "associarion of the clergy’
whose sole purpose would be to animate and instil
missivnary  cagerness n the Tormators of
comununities.  Throngh great preaching and
publishing activities, he got ceclesiastics and lay
persons involved in the missionary ideal while also
challenging vounger people 0 camy it oul,

T 1206 this mission was approved as a
Uniem by Pope Benediet XV and in o few years the
zeal for this Society spread throughout the world.



The fest fefernational Congress of the Union In
1922 stated the need w0 wach missiology n
seminaries.  In his eneyelical Maximam Hiud in
1919, the Holy Father recommended its presence
inall diveeses.

In 1956, Pope Pius X1 proclaimed this
Union as "Paoniifical” and later renamed it as the
PPontifical Missionary Union of the Clergy, Men
and Women Religious and the Consecrated
Laity as it is known today. With the grand
centenary celebration of Maximmen Hd in 2019
through the Extraoidingry Missionary  Month
(EMM) Ocioher 2019 this Socicty has gained both
1n popularity and understanding, so much so that
ils tporlance now involves a close collaboralion
i missienary activities with the previous three
FomntiFeal Mission Socielies,

Nature and Charism of Pontifical Mission
Socicties

As a worldwide network of prayer and
charity to support the works of evangelization and
missionaries around the world, the four Pontifical
Mission Societies are ever conscious that they are
neant to be existing for the mission of the
Tniversal Church at the service aof the Holy Father
involved in the missionary engagement of the
crtire people of God,

Each Pontilical Mission Sociely works for
orealer awaroness and weel Tor the midssion od
genfes o all the baptised. through praver,
ratssionary animation, inlomation, formalion, eo-
operation and personal sacrifice. All our mission
programmes are co-ordinated with ummost care so
as to ensure solidarity and oneness among all local
Churches. especially the young Churches inthe
misslonlands.

SERVING GOD'SUNIVERSALLOVE

To serve God's universal love in the most
tangible format is in a way achallenge that we have
gmbraced for the love of our Universal Church.
Wo colleel resources with a passion so as Lo
improve and enhance some part of our local
Church Tollowing Intermational Stattes ol the

Pontifical Mission Societics.

Your sacnlfices in the fonn of Onancial
offerings have contributed towards new
conslructions, --- parish  churches.  chapels.
presbyteries, multi-purpose halls. convents. ele.
They have also helped, at least, partly repair and
renovation projects, provided subsidies for
evangelizition works, maintenance of boarding
schools, classrooms, educazion and  medical
assistance for the financially poor. while also
impraving basic amenities like drining water
facilities, sanitation etc.

Your pravers and financial assistance have
alse helped increase 1o vocalions, provided
support for religious institulions  {Scminarics,
Moviliates, Formation Houwses, etc) and for
publication: of cducationzl or Taith propagation
materials, even sustaining and enhancing
animators, personnel ele.

Simply put, your contributions have helped
daily sostenance (food, clothing and sheler)
including maintenance (financial assistance,
transportation  and  health requirements) of
personnel involved in the missions all over our
nation.

To you our gratitude ... In you our hope,

This yvear also, we have begun preparation
for the World Mission Day events. keeping in mind
the challenges of the corona virus and Lhe
Government regulations that go wath i, We trust
that we are ONE in our love and partnarship with
our Universal Church and that we will continue to
exercise our commitment in the best way we can,
through our prayerful and financial sacrifices.

Thanking wvou in anticipation and looking
forward W another powerlul and meaning(ul
WORLD MISSION DAY 2020 with vou and your
loved ones, aziin,

Cod bless vouall,
Fr Dr Ambrose Pitchaimuihu
Mational Director

Pontifical Mission Organizations INDIA.«



We are all entrusted to each other

Key Points on Humana Communitas

. Fﬁ_
COVID: 19+

A Chrisfian re i];l t:lh

The Pontifical Academy for Life released a
tocument on Wednesday, July 22, titled Humana
comupnnitas in the age of pandemic: Untimely

raeditations on lifz's rebivth.

Archhishop Vincenzo Paglia. Presidentof the
Academy, explained several kev pomts within the
document in the following wrten interview
published in Foticon Neas,

Q: Let's explain the title: Humanae communitas
in the era of the pandemic. What does it mean?
Flinania conpmuRiias 15

The ethics of life goes global: will we ity to
gve curselves by moving further and further away
froim cach other, or will the commaon vulnerability
make us more homan? We must answer this
question and wemust do it now: is the hurman being
still g commoen responsibility?
Q: The subtitle says: outdated reflections on rhe
rehirth of life. What docs it mean?

“Dutdated™ 15 a word that comes from the
philosophical tradition. Here we use it, with a lictle
provocation, to indicate the urgeney of finding a
conception of conmmunity which, apparently, is no
longer fashionable.

At a time when life seems suspended and we
arc struek by the death of loved ones and the loss of
reference points for our society, we cannot limit
ourselves o discussing the price of masks or the
reopening dale ol schools, We will have to ake the
opportunity and tind the courage to discuss befter
conditions to transtorm the market and education,
instead. Does this sound like an exaggerated
clatm? MNow, this s exactly what we mean by “out

of date™

the title of the letter that Pope _ <

Fremets sent Lo the Academy
o Januery 6, 2019, on the
25th anniversary of Ifs
foundation. The Pope asks us
to reflect on the relationships
that unite the human
communily and create shared
valucs, objectives,
reciprocity.

(): The pandemic has shown
the fragility of people and
societivs. It is a clobal crisis
that affects the North and the
South of the world and
scicntists still have no sore
answers. [s this really a
novelty?

The novelty is not so

This pandemic makes us
cxlraordinarily aware of two &

much in the emergence of an
witkrowin views. T facl it could
have been contained and

things. On the onc hand, it

shows us how interdependent we all are: what
happens somewhere on carth now involves the
whole world, On the other hand, 10 aceravates
Inequalities: we are all 1n the same storm, but not
on the same boat, Those with more fragile boats
sink more easily,

deteated locally, significantly
limiting the damage. The unprecedanted fact is the
speed and breadth with which it spresd through the
network of relations and transportation. New also
is the role of the media, which decided how the
awarcness of the crisis had w spread: it has rightly
been spoken of as an “intodemic™,



The novelry, therefors, lies in the strange
mixture of cenformism and conlusion induced by
the reactions to the representation of danger in the
cra of “hyper-connected™ socictics; which arc,
however, also “hyper-individualistic™. The
weakness of the community, which should
guatantee our support and profection in danger,
leaves us exposed to our uncertainties and
vulnerabilies.,

: Political propaganda blames specific
contexts and countries, Bui the reality is that we
wercunpreparcd. Why?

O course, preparing Tor exceplional evends 18

a constant challenge for health systems. By
preparedness, we mean getting ready to predict the
problematic event and  planning the possible
response. This allows vou to better deploy skills
and resources. in a never-ending process of eritical
cvaluation and progressive responsc capacity, Cur
capacily for intervention in the lechmical and
ranagement arca deluded s that we could keep
everything under control,

Insiead, even in economwically  affluent
societies, the pandemic hay overwhelmed the
clficicney ol healtheare famhines and laboratories.

It was dithicult to become aware of the failure of

our efficiency and recognize our limits,

): What relationship is there between Covid-19

and the expleitation of the planet's resources?
They are apparently two unrelated themes, It

i= ong of the aspects of interdependence:

phencmena pursued with specific and particolar
intents in the agricultural, industrial, tourism, and
logistics fields add one to another and the effects of
cach onz are amplified. Deforestation brings wild
animals into contact with buman habitats where
Intensive farming subjects livestock to the logic of
industrial production. This is done to maet the
demand For meal Tor export so that dishes for
unbalaneed and unsustainable dicts can reach our
dining tables.

All this facilitates the spillover of pathogenic
micro-organisms from one specices to another until
they alTect hurman beings,

Q): What have we learned about publie
health?

First of all, it1s necessery to better

balance the resources invested n disedse
prevention and those dedicated to
treatment. This means focusing not only
om hospitals but also on local netwaorles,
both for assistance and tor health
education. Furthermore. we understond
that the health of cvervone s closely
related 1o the health ol all. Besponsable
behaviour is needed not only to protect
y one's own well-being, buat also that of
others.
): What can be done to prevent the
commercial expleitation of vaccines or to avoid
disparities in health treatments among those
living in richer and poorer conntries?

Research must be regulated so that it does not
respond only to political and ceonomic interesis
(of a few), but it can be carried out with freedom
and responsibility, Forthis reason, funding must be
transparent and shared, so that the benefits can also
he equally distributed,

Q: What about the world scenario? What role
can he plaved by international orpanizations in
a post-Covid-19 world?

The pundemic hus shown that no country can
procecd mdependently ol others, net only for
health reasons but also for economic reasons.
Therefime, an orgamization supported by evervone,
coordimating operalions in the various phases of
monitoring, containment, and treatment of



diseases, allowing a careful
circulation of information, is
cascntial.

The WHO scems I8
indispensahle, even i7 it
cettainly had some flaws: we
must learn from its failures and
improve its functioning. Only in
this way can we put into effect
the umversal nght 1o the lighest
levels of heallh care, as un
expression of protection of the
inalienable dignity of the human
person,

Q: What is the role of the Christian community
in this crisis?

The Christian comnmunity can help first of all
to mterpret the erisis not only as an organizational
fuet, which cun be overcome by anproving
efficiency. It Is a matter of understanding more
deeply that uncertainty and fragility are
consttutive dimensions of the human condition,
This limitation must be respected and kept inmind
in every development project, laking care of the
vulncrability of others, because we arc all
entrusted to each other.

It is & conversion that asks to include and
claborate existentially and socially the cxperience
of loss, Only starting from this awarcnsss will it be
possible to invelve our conscience in a change that
makes us responsibly  supportive inoa global
[ralemmity.

L el

Q: Interdependence, vulnerability,
cooperation, solidarity, access to treatment are
ithe keywords of this crisis. In other words: will
we truly undersiand the value of life and the
need to protect it, without ideological disputes?

This is a question that everyone musl ask
themselves and their community, There 15 no
aulomalism that guarantees (he ransition from the
factual interconrvection (which we have
experienced) to responsible solidarity  (which
implies an act of trzedom). Ifthere 1s no awakening
ol consciousness, we will just s a lew
organizational problems, but everything will be
likeitusedto be,

Instead, we need to rethink onr models of
devalopment and coexistence, so that they are
inereasingly worlhy ol the human corumunity, And
therefore, they must be appropriate for the
vulunerable people, not beyvond their limits, as if
they did not exist: within those
lmits, in Tact, there are men,
women, and children whao
deserve better care. All of them,
1ol Jusl ours,

I we open the doors te
ruly global threats o the human
COMINUNItY, Not even our own
will be able to save themselves.
So, here's the thing: from the
iy run™ al this pandemic, we
cxpect a burst of pride from the
Hrumiana  commgitas, [t can
make il itwants lo. +



Bioethics, death penalty, environment
Vatican's new directory for catechesis

The Valican released on Tune 25, a new
Catholic directory for catechesis that amms to guide
the Church's cvangehzation cfTors, cspecially on
COMLEMPOTATY 1551es.

The updated “Directory Tor Catechesis,”
which was approved by Pope Francis in March, 15 a
follow-up to the “Cieneral Catechetical Lirectory™
of 1971 and the “General Dhrectory [or
Catechasis™ of 1997,

“IIt] offers the tfundamental theological-
pastoral principles and some general orientations
which are relevant for the practice of catechesis in
our time,” said Archbishop Rino Fisichella in the
intraduction.

The Pontifical Council for the Promotion of
the MNew Ewvangzlization, which is headed by
Archbishop Tisichella, has been responsible for
the preparation ofthe 300-page document.

The new dircetory amms to guide bishops,
priests, rebgious, and lay Catholics involved
teaching the Catholic faith to the faithful,

The document provides fundamental
clements Tor catechists w highlight m thar
teaching, meluding that*God 15 the imnal and final
reference of life, from his coneeption Lo nalural
death.”

“The person is always unity of spirit and
body: science is at the service of the person; life
raust be accepted in any condition, becanse i i
redected by thie paschal imystery of Jesus Christ,”
itadds,

Addressing contemporary issues

(I more contemporary issues, the divectory

By dose Tarres v

notes that catechists should promote edoucation
rooted in fuith and Christian morality in the light of
the teachings of the Church.

On bioethics, the directory emphasizes the
difference between “therapeutic mtervention and
manipulation,” especially when il leads to the nsk
of practicing engenics.

The decument also affiems God's creation of
thi hurman person as “maleand Fernale ™

It notes that while the Church 1s aware of the
personal complexity some people expericnee in
the realm ot gender and sexuality, “however, she is
aware Lthat, in a perspective of Taith. sexuality 1s not
only a phyvsical datum, bul 15 a personul reality, a
value entrasted to the responsibility of the person.”™

On the issue of death penalty, the directory
emphasizes the “inrnsic and maliznable digniy™
ol every uman person,

On care tor the commeon heme, the dircctory
reterences the need tor “ecological conversion™ in
the Tace of sccelerating and complex ecological
problems.

“A catcchesis sensitive to the protection of
creatinn promotes a culture of attention paid both
o the enviromment and W the people who live
there,”™ it states.

Vatican's ncw dircetory for catechesis
addresses issues on hioethics, death penalty,
enviromment [t adds that parl of envirommental
responsibility 1s responsibility and respect for
other people by living a life of virtue free of
consumerism,

The addresses  the
challenges of the digital cullure and the culture of
globalization, citing the need for training in these
arcas because “they determine cach other and
produce phenomena that highlight a radical change
in the existence ol people.”™

document  also TIEwW

“Catechesis, theretore, will have to make
cvery coffort to make the Church's teaching
understood and to helpto create a new culture,” the

s



document states,

It says that everv
baptized person iz a
missionary who is called to
find new wawys of
comununicating  the  faith
with commitment and
responsibility.

The 300-page directory is
divided into three paris divided with 12
chapters.

Catechists shoanld be catechized

The first part ttled “Catechesis in the
evangelizing mission of the Church™ speaks of the
formation of catechists who must be “catechized
before being catcchists,”

The guidelines say cutzchists are called to be
vigilant in performing their specific task “so that
absolule protection 18 guaranteed to every person,
patticularly to minors and vulnerable person.”

The “process of catechesis,” which forms the
second part of the directory, underscores the
importance of a “profound and effective
communicative model™ in catcchism,

It proposes the use of art throwgh the
contemplation of beauty as o means of connecting
with God and sacred music as a way of instilling
the desire for God inthe heart ol people.

The guidelines also stress the role of the
funily, where people receive Christian education
in & humble and compaszionate manncr.

The document savs Christians are called w
secompany others with closeness, listening, and
understanding to be able restore hope and trust.

The directory also highl ghts the importance
of “welcoming and recognizing™ the differently-
abled, recognizing them as “witnesses o the
gssential truths of human life™ and are to be
weleomed as a “oreat gift.”

Catechesis should also focus on acceptance,
trust and solidarity for migrants, who, far from
their homeland, may experience a crisis of faith, it
states.

Migrants are to be supported in the fight
against prejudices and the serious dangers they

may face, such as human
tralTicking, the docwment
adds,
Preferential option for the
poor
The directory savs the
farthiul shounld wunderstand
W | Cevangelical poverty” and
promote a culture of
Maternity and foster indignation against situations
olmisery and igusiive sullered by the poor,

The dircctory calls attention to be given o
prisons, dascribing them as an “authaptic mission
land.™
Catechesis in Particular Churches

The third part of the directory is dedicated to
citechesis in parishes, ecelesiastical movements,
and other Church associations,

Parishes are highlighted as “examples of
community apostolate.” which should provide
creative catechesis adapted to peoples  lived
EXperience.

Other Church assoclations are also
recognized as having “a great evangelizing
capaeity” that adids to the *Chureh®s richness.™

For Catholic schoals, the direclory proposes
a movement from being “scholastic-institutions™
to becoming “scholastic-communities™ of faith
with an educational project based on Gospel
values.

[t notes that teaching religion is distinet from,
but complementary to, catechism, adding that “the
religions factor is an existential dimension that
should not be overlooked.™



The dircelory allinms thal
“il 1s the righl of parenls and
students™ to receive integral
formation  that the
teaching of religion into &
account. '

lakes

Ecumenism and  inter-
rehigions dialogue with Judaism and Tslam s
considered a special area for catechesis,

Catechesis must “cocourage the desire for
unity™ in order for it to he a true instmument of
evangelization.

Il calls [or a dialogue thal combats anti-
Semilism and promoles peace and justice wilth
Judaism.

The directory calls for catechesis that can
“deepen and strengthen the wdentity o believers,”
promoding  (heir missionary  impetus  through
witnessing as well as “friendly and cordial”

dialogue.

Archhizhop Fisichella
said the guiding eriterion for
the writing of the new edition
ol the divectory was decpening
(he Chureh's understunding of
the role of carechasis in the
area ol evangelization.

Clatcchesis "needs o fake on the wvery
charmeleristics ol evangelizalion,” but wilhoul
substituting it. the archhishop said at a press
conference on Tune 25.

“In this relationship, the primacy belongs o
evangelization not (o calechesis,™ b said,

The directory's introduction states that each
directory 15 in continuity with the Chureh's
teachings, capecially the documenis of Vatican T1,
the Calechism ol the Catholic Church, papal
encyclicals, and synods ot hishops_ «

Cenmtinned from Page 4@ Heve am 1, send me (T 6:8)

rdstrust and mdifference, this situation should
make us even more artentive t our way of relating
to others. And prayver, in which God touches and
maves our hearts, should make us ever more open
o the need of our brothers and sisters for digniny
and freedom, as well as vur responsibility W care
forall ereation.

The impossibility of wathering as a Church to
velebrate the Eucharist has led
us o share the experience of the
many Christian  comimunitics
that cannot celebrate Mass
every Sunday. In all of this,
God's question: “Whom shall |
send™ 18 addressed once more
toy us and awaits a generous and
convincing response: “Here am
I send me!™ (fs 6:8), Gud
continucs o look  foe those
whom he can send Torth inke the world and to the
nations to bear witness o his love, his deliverance
from sin and death, his liberation from evil (of. e
O:35-38; LE L0:1-12).

Padaiilical Misibos Societies Taradia

The celebration of World Mission Day is also
an occasion for reaffirming how praver, reflection,
and the material help of vour offerings are so many
opportunities o participate actively in the mission
of Jesus in his Church.

The charity expressed in the cellections that
take place during the liturgical celebrations of the
third Sunday of October is aimed at supporting the
missionary work camied cut in
my name by the Pontifical
Misszion Socicties, in order to
meet the spiritual and material
needs of peoples and Churches
threughout the world, for the
selvation ofall.

May the Most Blessed
Virgin Mary, Star of
Lvangelization and Comforter
of the Aftlicted. missionary
disciple of her Son Jesus, continue to intercede for
us and sustain us,

= Romre, Saint John Lederan, 31 Meys 20210,
Serlewnity of Pentecost +

s



Pastoral conversion of parish communities

The Congregation for Clergy has published
new guidelines for the world® s panshes, which aim
1o cncouraze parishes o think of themselves as
missionary communities of evangelization.

The guidelines do not publish new norms or
policies Tor parish life, but they do cncourage
Calhohies 1o think prayverlully aboul what ther
parishes are, and what thev're for.

Here are a faw themes and takeaways:
The parish is mission

The guidelines otfer parishes *a call to go out
of themselves, offering instruments for reform,
even structural, o spint of commumon and
collaberation, of encounter and closeness, of
mercy and solicimde for the proclamation of the
Gospel”™

“Since ity inception, the Pansh 1s envisioned

Pyrish
Mission

as a response 1o a precise pastoral need, namely
that of bringing the Gospel to the People through
the proclamation ot the faith and the celebration of
the Bacraments,” the docuwment says,

To mee! s mission, "a renewed vilality 13
required  that favours the rediscovery of the
vocation of the baptised as a disciple of Jesus
Christ und a missionary of the Gospel.” Especially
1n parts of the world where many people do nol
know or practice the faith, the document
encourages parishes o discern how w think of
themselves as missionary communities, and how
o focus on proclaiming the Gospel w all who will
hecar.

By JD Flyun (CNA)}

The Eucharist and the poor should be central to
parish life.

“The celebration otthe Eucharistic mystery 15
"the source and summil of the whole Chrstian Lile!
and accordingly, the essential moment for butlding
up the Parish community,” the guidelines instruct.

The Mass should be the center of parish life,
the document savs, and the place from which the
parish receives its mission. In the Mass, the parish
“weleomes the living presence of the Crueified and
Risen Lord, recelving the announcement of the
entire myvstery of salvation.”

And, the document savs, the poor should be
inwited to the heart of parish Life.

“A'sanctuary’ opento all, the Parish, called to
reach oul w everyone, withoul cxception, should
remember thal the poor and excluded must always
hawva a privileged place in the heart of the Church,”
the document says.

“The Parish community evangelizes and 13
evanaelized by the poor, discovering anew the call
o preach the Word i all setdngs, whilst recalling
the ‘supreme law' of charily, by which we shall all
be judged.”

Territoriality matters, but can't be a limit.

Most parishes arc defined by territory. With
few exceptions, a parish is, properly spezking, the
cormmunion of the baptized within the lirmits of a
cerlain erritory, which is defined by the bishop. In
the West, that concept has mostly been forgotten,
Catholics tend to go to Mass at the parish whare
they feel most weleomed or fod, and despile
cncouragement from some bishops, many Sunday
Massgoers don't know about parish bouncarnes.

The Congregation lor Clergy's puidelines
recognize that reality."Increased mobility and the
digital culture have expanded the conlines of
cadstence,” the guidehines sfate. “people arc loss
associated today with o definite and immutable
geographical context, and “digital culture has
ingvitably altered the concept of space, together
with people's language and behaviour, especially



i vounger senerations,”

Rut the docoment insists that territorisliry
matters. That “interpersonal relationships risk
being dissolved into a virtual world without any
commiltment or responsimiily lowards  one's
neighbor,™

The parish 15 not a sell-selected or sell-
defined community. bul a sel of people with
obhigations to each other, and the guidelines wamn
against losing that sense,

Beeause the parish is intended to encourage in
pelghbors o sense of Chnstiun responsibility for
one ancther, the document is clear that parishes
building plans for evangelization and missionary
work must rake into account “those who
actually live within the territwny, Every plan
raust be silugied within the hved cxperience of
g commumity and implanted in it without
causing harm. with a necessary phase of prior
consultation, and of progressive
implementation and verification.™

Still, the guidelines sav, a parish's
mission doesn't end at 1ts territorial
boundarics. In light of a changing world, “any
pastoral action that is limited to the territory of
the Parish s onfdsbed

In short, the guidelines urge Catholics o
think of their parishes as 4 community, with
obligations ol neighbors 1o one another, who
share a mission to proclaim the Gospel, together,
bevond the limits of their own community.
Structures are for mission, but burcaucracy
kills.

The guidelines emphasize that while the

parishneeds policies, programs, and structures
Lo T (01§05 muission, it muost “avoid the risk of
[alling mlo an excessive and bureaucratic
organisation of events and an offering of
servicas that do not express the dynamic of
evangzhzation.”

To overcome a tendency lowards
burcancratization and tormalization of the
Church's sacramental and catechetical life
“eonversion of structures, which the Church
mst undertake, requires a significant change
inmentality and an interior renewal, especially
amang those entrusted with the responsibility
of pastoral leadership,”

The guidelines also urge dioceses to consider
developing new structures and roles that can
coordinate activity between parishes, cspecially
those in close geagraphic proximity to each other
Responsibility for the parish missien belongs to
evervone, buteach has a role to play.

The document emphasizes the co-
responsibihity of clergy, religions, and laty for the
mission of the parish in the world, But the
document also cmphasizes that cach poerson work
for the Kingdom in the rele to which heis called by
haptism and vocation.

The owidelines cmphasize that the parish
pastor is entrusted with the tull “carc of souls™ in
the parish, arole unique to priests.

The document acknowledges a canonical
provision that allows lay people 1o be entrusted

Coatinued on Page 23



Difference between crystals and relics

To the outside viewer, crystals are preiy
rocks. Perfectly curetted pictures of the pretoy
stones pepper the social media feeds of scores of
millennials, as they have become mereasingly
popular on necldaces and as part of a *holistic”,
wellness-minded life, But, more than just a fashion
statement, crvstals are believed by some to have
healing properties, related to their energy or
vibrations,

The Catholic Church rejeets all things
associated with New Age beliefs, including the
trendy crystals, as heretical and dangerous.

Al the same time, the Catholic Church
cmbraces the veneration of rehes.

To the outside viewer, relics are likely strange
at best, and morbid at worst.

Reelics are picces of the body, ¢lolhing or other
ohjects that have a direct association with a saintor
with Jesus Christ. They may be pieces of bonz or
vials of blood collected after a saint has died, ora
piece of their cassock, o book they used, or items
that have been touched to these things,

Relics are venerated, often with @ touch or a
kiss, for the sake of the worship of God, and to ask
the prayera of those saints.

So why is it ok for Catholics to kiss a vial of
St Johm Paul II's blood and pray for his
intercession, but not ok for Catholics to cure their

By Mary Kezac

negative enargy by wearing a rock around their
neck?

It's all aboul who vou want 1o eslablish a
relationship with, explained Fr. Jim Orr, the
director of 5t. Anthony's Chapel in Pittsbuarzh,
which 1% home o 53,000 relies.

“I'he importance of the relics s ther
assoclation with the saint, because while the saints
would be in the glory of heaven, their hody is still
thetr body, so 1t's that assoctadon thal makes the
relics importanl, and, 1 you will, creales the
connection,” Orrtold CWA

“When one wvenerates a relic, ong is
cssentially malking a connection with Lhe samt in
Lhe glory ol heaven. So whial 15 going on spirtleally
15 a kind of praver to the saint, invoking their
mtercession,”

What makes a sainl holy or worthy ol
veneralion is not some kind ol “spiritual
radinactivity,” Orr noted, but their holiness, which
i how well they loved God and neighbor,

“Hohness 1 the dilTerenee between the world
and those who [ollow Jesus Christ, and i's o
difference ot behavior,” Orr said.

“Look at God's great commandments: love
Crowd weith all your heart, wmind and soul, love vour
nelphbor as yvoursell, love one anolher us I have
loved voue This is how they will know vow are my
disciples, by your love for one another.™

“And any of the great saints, 10 vou loolk al
Lthern, (that Tove) 1s the charactenistic of their lives,




So when we look at relics. or blessed or
consceraled objects, 1U's aboutl how they help us
rake the connection wilh those who have cone on
inte glory (inheaven),” hesaid.

In some wavs. crystals are similar to relics, in
that they are physical ohjects thal can cstablish a
spiriiual connection, Bul 11 would be 4 mmslake wo
think ot them as anything bur harmful, Orr said.

“It's tar from harmless. This is thinlv-veiled
si-called witcherall, which really 13 playing with
cemons,” he sand.

In the Yatican document “Jesus Chiist The
bearer of the water of life”, the Church teaches that
all things associatcd  with
Mew Age beliels, meluding
crystals, must be rejected, as
they claim to offer an
alternatve to the Word of
God: “From the point of view
of Christian faith, it 15 nod
possible to isclatc some
elements of New Age
rehigiosily as acceplable to
Christians, while rejecung
others. Since the New Ape
movement makes much of a
communication with nature, of cosmic knowledge
of 4 universal good — thereby neganny the revealed
contents of Christian faith — it cannot be viewed as
positive or innocuous,”

Furthermaore, the Catechism rejects New Age
beliets and the wse of crystals: "All forms of
divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or
demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices

falsely supposed o 'unvell' the Tuture. Consulting
horoscopes. asirelogy, palm reading,
interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of
clatryvovance, and recourse o mediums all conceal
a desire for power over time, history, und m the Last
analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to
conciliate hidden powers, hey contradict the
homor, raspect, and loving fear that we owe to God
alone.”

Father Gary Thomsas, an excrcist for the
IDocese of San Jose, wold CNA that relics anly
obtain spiritual significance because they are
associated with the saints. Saints are recognized as
holv through the authority of the Church, which
hus ils authorily in God  through  apostolic
succession, starting with the tirst Pope, St. Peter.

Crystals can have “perverted” spiritual
cnergy through spells or pagan riluals that are
perivrmed with them, he said,

“Urystals can be used as conjuring objects for
the demonic,” Thomas told CWA. “T have had
people come w me for deliverance who have been
invelved in the practice of vsing erystals for
demanic mustarings.”

O, who has also been involved in exorcism
mministry, said he (oo has seen
people who hive eslablished
connections with the
{ demomic through ther use of
thanges ke erwvstals,

“The demons go along
until they can get thair hooks
inte this persen, and then
they turn on them, and that's
when we in the ministry see
them, when they finally
realize what they're dealing
with, and they can't disassociate themselves from
the demons,”™ ke said. That's when they come
secking the help ol exorcists.,

“Ro in that sense. that's how erystals are like
relics. It's who you're creating a relationship with.
The relics create a relationship with the saints and
Lhe glory of heaven; crystals create o relalionship
with demons.”™
CNAEWTN News »



SAINTOFTHE MONTH -1
St Pulcheria

399 — 453

Feast Day; 10 September

Catholic religion must have
holy  priests, bishops, and
popes. Bul ofien this is nol
enough. 1t 15 also necassary to
have saints in the principal
posts of thecivil order,

The life of St Pulcheria
tenches us that the lavpeople
alsa have an important rale to
play in building Christian
Civilization and defending the
Church. The clergy, even with
saints as pope and bishops,
wias not able by itself to
exlirpate the heresies of
Nestorianism and
Monophysism which the
authority of saintly lay people
inauthorty could do.

“Thanks 1o vou, the scandals stimulaied by
the ewvil spirit were suppressed. Thanks to your
efforts, the whole earth today is united in the
comfession of the same Faith.”"With these words,
ope 5t Leo the Great paid tribute to Empress
Pulcheria, grand-daughicr of Theodosius. She was
baplizid by St Juhn Chrysostom in Constantinople
and, while still very yvoung. she made a vow of
virginily along with her lwo younger sisters.

Pulcheria, the deusghter of Bwzantine
Empuror Arcadius and Empress Eudoxia was bom
in 399, Her father died when she was 15, and she
became regent ol the empive on 4 Tuly 414 until her
vounger brother Theadosivs was old enough 1o
rulz. Pulcheria took spacial care of her brother's
education, ensuring a strong relizious hackaround.
She ook a vow of chastity, and worked for
religions reform and evangelization through the
crapire.

At age 20, Theodesios married Athenais,

davghter ol a4 pagan
philosopher of Athens. His
wile, who received the name
Eudoxia when she was
baptized, sought w wealen
Pulchera's inllucnee over Lhe
Emperor. Eudoxia ended by
persecuting her sister-in-law
and fhavouring the heresy of
Mesmorius, while 5t Pulcheria
suppotted 51 Cyril of
Alexandria against the
heretic. Pulcheria was
removed from  power and
withdrew from the court,

In 441 Eudoxia
exiled because ol her
infidelity to the Cmperor, and
Pulcheria returned.
Theodosius was supparting
the heresv of the monk Futvches, but Pulcheria
convinead him to withdraw itand follow St Leothe
Cireat.

Wil

In 430 Theodosius dicd. Pulcheria was again
proclaimmed Empress, One vear later the Couneil of
Chalcedon (451) —she assisted at its third session -
condemned Maonophysism, the heresy of
Hutyches, In a letter to the Empress Pulchara, St
Lzo credited her with overcoming the heresies of
Mestorius and Futhyehes.

On her retwrn from exile, she found the
Empire threatened by Attila. She agreed to marry
Gieneral Marcian to maintain the stability of the
Empire on the condition that ne respects her vow of
virginily. Together they governed the Empire.
Marcian perseculed the Nestorians and [ollowers
of Cutvches, recalled the Catholic bishops who had
been exiled by Theodosius, and kept Attila outside
the boundaries of the Empire. 8t Pulcheria died in
da3atage 34,

- Loeitinned on Page 22



SAINT OF THE MONTH -1
St John Leonardi

1541 — 1oy

The 16-century Tahan Lo/
A

priest saw  that humanity
“slands in exireme need of
Christ,” Pope Benedict ©
recalled. Thus. St. John
Leonardi's aposinlate
procesded in the knowledge
that “there 1s no area that
cannot be touched by his
power; there is no evil thal
cannot find a remady in him,
no problem that is ool
resolved” i the person of 8
Jesus Christ,

Bom to middle-class
parents during 1541 1o the
Tuscan region ol Lucea,
John {or Giovanni} Leonardi
was the youngest of seven
children. He enrolled at =pe
17 in courses to become a
pharmacist, studied diligently for 10 vears and
became certified W practice (e trade. But the
voung apothecary had long been interested in the
priesthood, and soon twrned o the swdy of
theoloey o prepare [or ordination.

Owclained in 1372, Juhn soun beeame the
spiritual director to a small group of young men
looking lo pursue vocalions o the priesthood.
They orgamized a communal form of lile near a
local church, and began the process that would lead
to the formation of the present day Order of the
Muother of God {also known as the Clerks Regular
of the Maother of God) He saw orthodex preaching
and pood living by priests a3 the planks of the
relorm process that had just begun with the
Council of Trent (1 543-1363).

John was o priest who imbibed the best of the
reform spirit of the Council of Trent. He saw that
riising the standand o fomoaton of the clergy

Feast Day; 119 October

woldled haver s e0ieet un Lthe
pecple. He also inspired
the founding o' the College
of Propaganda Fide in
Rome, whers 5t Oliver
Plunkett was educated and
tatught before he retumed
to Ireland.

[le gathersd o grovp of
laymen about him to work
in hospitals and prisons,
became interested in the
reforms proposed by the
Council ol Trent, amd
proposed a new
congregation ol secular
- pricsls, Greal opposition o
his proposzal developad,
butin [383, his association
(formally designated
Clerks PRegular of the
Mother of God in [621) was recognized by the
bishop ul Lucea with the approval ul Pope Gregory
X1l John was aided by St Philip Neri and St
Joseph Calasanctius, and in 1595 the congregation
was conlimmed by Pope Clemenl VIO, who
appointed John to reform the monks of
Vallombrosa and Monte Yergine, Though the
hishop of Luces supported him, there were many
itluential families in the cily who resented his
preaching and opposed him, foreing him ino cxale
from his owncily.

Civie leaders in Lueea opposed the fommation
of s new religious order, howewver, and acled Lo stop
its formation. While ultimately ineffective, their
cllurts foreed John Leonardi w spend most of the
remainder of his life outside Lucca. with special
exceplions granted by ils governiment under Lhe
infuence ol the Pope.

In keeping with the spirit of the Cathulic
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Counter-Reformation  launched
by the Council of Trent, John
lemmardi and his congrogatiom
of priests sought to decpen the
knowledge and practice of the
furth  among clergy and  lay
Catholics, In a letter written to
Pope Paul vV during the carly
17th century, he stressed the
vniversal call to holiness of life
forall members of the Church.

“Ag regards the romedics
required by the Church as a
whole, its reformation must be
undertaken among hisgh and low
alike, among s leaders as wall
as Its children,” he told the Pope,
But he believed that priority
should be given to the formation
of pastors, "so that reform
beging among those from whom it should be
communicated o others.™

John went ty Rome and was encouraged by
his gpiritual director, St Philip Men. to send
members of his congregation on the foreign

missions. In 1603, together with
the Spanish prelate G B Vives,
her was responsihlo Tor a project.
to give seminary training for
priests who would 2o on
overscas misstons. This
became the “College for the
Propagation of the Faith™ and
still exists today, John died in
Rome in 1609,

He died at the age of 68 in
Rome on October 9, 1609, of
plague contracted while he was
ministering o the stricken. He
was venerated for his miracles
and relmons lervour and 4
considered one of the founders
of the College for the
Propagation of the Faith. He was
beatilied on MNovember 10,
1861, by Pope Pius TN and was canonized on April
17, 1938, by Pope Pius X1
Sourcervwww carholie orgdeaints www francisean
miedia. orgsaint www.catholicnewsagency.coms
saind:wwwcaltholicireland netfsaintofihcdayr «

Later

Courinned from Page 20 St Prufcheria

Pulchena stood by the Church and supported
the lawtul awthority in safeguarding the true
doctring of the Church against heresies. She used
ker imperial throre and power to frvoar two saints,
I"ope StLeo and Patriarch of Alexandria St Cyril.

St Pulcheria's first care was for the service of

God. She conseerated hersell as a virging she
was the regent ol her brather; she fought against
the bad influence of her sister-in-law . she was
exiled but did not abandon the good cause; she
returned and helped it conquer. Her only
concern was to make the cause of God
victorious.

We should ask St Pulchena for the grace to
understand and make understood with renewed
ardour our role as laymen in temporal sociaty
following the plan of Divine Providence. That
is, lyserve God and Holy Mother Choreh living
in the temporal orderand transTorming itinto o roe
Christendom.

Source: www. tradifioninaciior org’
SODrwww. encvelopedia. comihitps: /7
cathollcsaints. info +
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Continued from Page 17: Pastoral conversion of parish communities

with pastoral care m a pansh

because of a shorrage of priests, but _“-—=-=:_:__: -

emphasizes that such a sitation
should be rare, and “a temporary
and not a permansnt measure,” that
can only he used when there is a true
lack of pricsts,

“We are dealing here with an
extraordinary  form of entrusting
pastoral care, due to the
impossibility of appointing a Parish
Priest or a Parish Administrator,
wliich 15 not 1o be conlused with the |
ordmary aclive cooperation of the
lay taithtul in assuming their
responsibilitias.”

“Furthcrmore, 10 would be preferable w
dppOIL one of mnere deacons over consecraled men
and women or laypersons for directing this kind of
pastoral care.” the guidelines suggest.

The document lakes care o urge against the
“elerealization of the g™ so requently wamsed
about by Pope Francis, in which laity are urged o
take up rales more typically occupied by priests.

Al the same, the document says that laily are
called Lo mve lhew hives W lhe mission ol the
Gospel and the work of the Church,

Laity are called “to make a generous
commmitment o the scrvice of the mission of
evamgrelsation, hrst ol all throueh e ceneral
witness of their daily lives, lived n conformiry
with the Gospel, in whatever environment they are
in and at every level of responsimlity: in a
particular way, they are called to place themselves
at the service of the Parish community.”

———————

The guidelines also encourage a vision of
deacons as mimsters of service, rather than as
assistants to parish priests, and of religrous men
and women as contributors to the evangelizing
mission of a parish through the witness of ther
religious consecration.

QOutgoing dynamism.

The guidelines conelude with a call for
“outgoing dynamism” that directs parishes toward
an evangehzing mission, the task of the entire
People of God, that walks through history as the
“familv of God” and that, in the svnergy of its
diverse members, labours for the growth of the
entire ecclesial body.

It urges that “the Pansh might rediscover
itself as a fundamental place of evangelical
proclamation, of the celebration of the Lucharist, a
place of fratemity and charity, from which
Christian witness can shine for the world.” +

( Sixwomen lay experts appointed to Council for the Economy

Pope Frimeis has appointed thitteen new Members o the Valican's Council for the Economy.

The Couneil is composed of Ofteen Members, eight of whom ave chosen from among cardinals and
bishops: the other seven are expearts of various nationalities. Of these seven lay experts. six are women.

[hese are the lay exerts whom the pope has appoinied: Charlotte Kreuter-Kirchhol [ Germany), Eva
Caslillo Sane (Spam), Leshe lane Ferrar (Geal Brivam), Marja Kolak (Germany ), Alberio Minali {Laly ),
haria Concepoion Usdkar Garacoechea (Spam), and Ruth Maria Kelly (Cireat Britain),
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News Round-Up

World's largest crucifix in Michigan

The 28-ft tall statue is one of the most visited shrines in the Wolverine State.

Think olimpressive cructfxes. and places like Rome or Jerusalem come (o mind, Yel. the world's
largest crucitix is found amidst the woods of a pristine torast in Michigan, The *Cross in the Woods™ is the
work of American sculptor Marshall Fredricks, who assembled the majestic wooden and hronze sculpture
after bemye commissioned to create o much smaller piece (the orgimal commission asked for a 6-1t tall
crucifix).

Fredricks was asked to eraft the erucifix by the parish of Indian Biver, a rural area thatin 1946 was
designated by Bishop Franeis I, Haas of the Diocese of Grand Rapids as the place of worship for local
parishioners who lived faraway from the nearest chureh.

It toule Fredricks four vears to complete the majestic sculpture, welghing seven tons and
measuring 28 feet. He particularly wanted to “give the face an expression of great peace and strength and
offerencouragement lo eyvervone who viewed the Cross,™

Adter getting special permission from the Vatican to represent Christ without the crown of thorns,
Fredricks seulpled Jesus' e in g peacelulexpression thal stll inspires awe among visiwors wday,

Onee the plaster model was completed. Tredericks asleed Kristians-Kunst Metalstobord Foundry in Oslo,
Morway, W castitin bromeae, The 7-1on statue was then shipped across the Atlantic, raking it one of the
heaviest sculptures everto be shipped from Europe tothe US.

The Ggure ol Christwas then altuched o the Croei lx at the Indian River Catholic Shrine in lidian
River, Michigan. in 1939 using 13 balts each 30-in long and 2-in thick. Since then, the tallest crucifix in the
world has helped put rural Michigan onto the Catholic towrism map, aitracting more than 300,000 vistiiors
CVETY VAT,

Retpsalefeia.org/ 200 5710 Titheveorlds-lorpest-orucific-iv-in-michigan »

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions
Scptember 2020 : Respect for the Planct's Resources
We pray that the plaret's resources will notbe plunderad, but shared in a justand respectful manner,
October 2020 : The Laity's Mission in the Church

We pray that by e virtue of baplism, tbe laity, especially wowen, may partcipate more in aveas ol
responsibility in the Church,




Did you collect your copy
of our 2021 calendar?
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Come! Malke MISSION a MOVEMENT

ST MATTHEW - PATRON SAINT OF
BANKERS, ACCOUNTANTS &
TAX COLLECTORS

(Feast Day: 21" September)

0 God, who with untold mercy were
pleased to choose as an Apostle Saint
Matthew, the tax collector, grant that,
sustained by his example and
intercession, we may merit to hold firm
in following you. We ask this through
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

e mary infrmtion rm it ws-st: PONTIFICAL MIESTON ORGANIZATIONS [IMJH]
o W8, T C s, Dy Aaad, M galerrs - 50604 ], Karnaiuinn, IN[GA. Tl <) B0 7558 FO46 Evafl puorphindisisgnallsm
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For more information contact us at:

FUHTIFIEAL MISSION ORGANIZATIONS (INDIA)

No. 10, 3" Cross, Ulsoor Road, Bangalore - 560042, Karnataka, INDIA.
Tel: +91 80 2558 5946 Email: pmnrghindla@gmall com

Website: www.pmeinindia.org App: Pontifical Mission
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